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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brown 
et al. WO 93/04559. 

3. Brown discloses an advertisement and a method for creating an advertisement 
that is promotional or commercial in nature and may be used at sporting events. 

4. An image, which may be placed on a playing surface of a sports field, is viewed 
for a line of sight 1 4 (Figure 1 ). The image appears as though perpendicular to the line 
of sight, as in imaginary plane 16. The desired image is transformed (Figure 3) so that 
when viewed from the line of sight it appears normal. The image appears to have three 
dimensions, at least one of which is parallel to the lines on the surface (Figure 3) and 
which gives the image depth (page 1 line 17). The imaginary line of sight extends from 
a camera, 12. The method of generating the image may be done by a computer (page 
5 line 19). 

5. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gros, 
EP 0 810 780 A1. 

6. Gros discloses an advertisement print (6, 7) comprising information positioned on 
a substantially plane surface of print carrier 1 (Figure 1) which is parallel to inclined 
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plane 2 having a first inclination (30 degrees) relative to the ground. The advertising 
print includes first and second three-dimensional elements 6 and 7. These elements 
are transformed into a perspective projection 18 (Figure 6) which is based upon a 
predetermined viewpoint (camera, 20). The surface used may be any flat surface in a 
sports arena. All three dimensions may be corrected, so as to provide depth (column 2 
lines 14-15). The method for transforming the image may be done by computer 
(column 2 lines 35-36). 

7. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Thomsen, WO 98/43231. 

8. Thomsen discloses an advertising print on a plane carrier at a sports arena. The 
advertising print is optimized for a viewer at a predefined viewpoint, such as that of a 
television camera. The advertising print includes primary and secondary figurative 
elements (and possibly a tertiary element) for depicting three dimensions. The image 
on the print is transformed so as to appear correct when viewed from the predefined 
viewpoint (page 4 lines 22-28, Figure 1). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US patents 7006707 and 6947610 and US Publication 
2002/0176636 A1 are cited as showing similar transformed images. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joanne Silbermann whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6653. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30 - 2:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joanne Silbermann 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 

/Joanne Silbermann/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 361 1 



